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Rev. Dr. Colleen Carroll, Senior Minister 
 

Rev. Kathryn Wilson, Minister of Mission & Outreach 

WELCOMING AND ACCEPTING ALL PEOPLE ALONG A JOURNEY OF FAITH AND SERVICE. 
 

“Welcoming and accepting all people” – is a reminder of our Welcome Statement and 
genuine hospitality, in the present tense so it is always relevant. “along” – is an invitation to 
join together side by side. “journey of faith” – implies that arrival is a myth; we are always 
growing “service” –is a natural outcome of faith and inseparable from our commitment to 
discipleship. 

Stewardship Thoughts 
 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share...so that they may take hold of the life 

that really is life. 

1 Timothy 6:18, 19b 

Friends, 

 2020 has been a year that none of us expected. Despite a pandemic that forces us to worship and be in  

community in different ways, South Joplin Christian Church continues to do ministry locally and beyond. Thank 

you for being a vital partner in this ministry with your giving. 

 It is now time to look to the future as we seek to expand our Christian witness and impact. “Live  

Generously” is this fall’s financial stewardship theme, based on 1 Timothy 6:18, 19b. As we consider our financial 

commitment for 2020, we are invited to be generous to “take hold of the life that really is life.” 

 Christian stewardship is simply our faithful attempt, having experienced the generosity and hospitality of 

God we know in Jesus Christ, to live a life that reflects that generosity. We’ll explore this spiritual discipline in 

greater detail in the weeks ahead. We look forward to celebrating Nov. 8! 

 In the meantime, prayerfully reflect on the ways that you have been blessed by a generous God. Where 

have you seen God’s love? How has South Joplin Christian Church impacted you? What does it mean to you to be 

a disciple of Christ? 

 

Grateful to God to be in ministry with you, 

Jim Cullumber 

Stewardship Committee Chair 

From Our Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Colleen Carroll 
 

 About the time you receive this newsletter, your church pastors will be taking a breather from 

work for a week. Our Pastor Relations Committees and Elders were completely in agreement that this is 

a good time for needed rest from ministry and work. Pastor Kathryn and I will both be on vacation  

August 31 through Monday, September 7. Additionally, we are declaring Sunday, September 6 a  

Sabbath rest for our worship staff and volunteers as well, so there will be no worship services at SJCC that day, but all 

are encouraged to find other means of worshipping that are engaging and uplifting for your personally. 

 We had hoped that by this time we would be fully operational with our new sanctuary computer and camera 

system so that our online service could include some more engaging elements, however we have had some unexpected 

delays, so we will continue to Livestream worship at 10:45 am on Facebook until further notice. Rest assured, even after 

resuming in-person worship, our goal is to continue providing Livestream worship for those that are unable to be  

present. 

 We are still looking for persons who are willing to learn how to edit videos for worship, as well as people 

(including children) who are willing to contribute to recorded music, poetry, scripture reading, prayers, or short  

testimonies to enhance the worship service. Please contact Pastor Colleen or Betsy Wheeler with your interest. 

 We have also cycled through most of the Children Worship and Wonder stories which are relevant for adult 

worship, so they will no longer be included in the worship service. When our new system is operational, we are  

considering offering an abbreviated Children Worship and Wonder session online.  

 I’m certain I am not alone in expressing my surprise that the necessary changes to our ministries which came 

suddenly in March have lasted this long! I’m also grateful that our members and guests have remained safe and  

supportive during these unprecedented times. With a little more patience, I trust we will all be able to look back to these 

months with deepened gratitude and love for one another. God be with you ‘til we meet again. 

 

Blessed to be in partnership with you, 

Pastor Colleen 



REACHING OUT TO OUR NEIGHBORS WITH REV. KATHRYN WILSON 
MINISTER OF MISSION & OUTREACH 

 

“We serve others most profoundly not by giving them things or doing things for them 
but by accompanying them on their way.” 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         (ELCA vision of Global Mission) 
 

VBS Mission Project 

After hosting such an awesome virtual VBS this summer, we are excited to announce that thanks to the donations 
of our VBS families and members of the congregation we met our goal for the Child/Elder Sponsorship Program. 
Each of our VBS families were given the opportunity to cast a vote to sponsor a child at one of the four featured 
mission projects in India. The Tibetan Children’s Village which houses and cares for refugee children from Tibet was 
selected. One child from the Village will receive sponsorship from SJCC for one year at a cost of $35 per month. This 
sponsorship will assist with food, basic healthcare, clothing, housing, etc. which will help make a difference in that 
child’s life. It is our hope that once the sponsorship is received and processed that we will be able to correspond 
with that child throughout the year. Once again many thanks to everyone and to our children who are learning to 
be of service to others. 

Crosslines 
 

Be part of SJCC’s Volunteer Team the 4th Thursday of each month, 9:45 AM to 2:00 PM. 
 

We are currently seeking additional members for our SJCC Team. If you are willing and able to serve, all are welcome to come 
and be a part of the team. Please contact Pastor Kathryn. No special skills are required. SJCC’s next work day is Thursday, 
September 24. Volunteers are also needed on other days during the month, as well. Your help is much appreciated, even if you 
can only work one hour. Ask for the volunteer coordinator, when you arrive. Monday evenings are a great opportunity for families 
to serve together. You can access/submit the Volunteer Application at https://crosslinesjoplin.org/volunteer. Thank you to each  
of our volunteers who have agreed to return in this time of pandemic. And many thanks to our volunteers who served over the 

past several years and are unable to return. 
 

Crosslines is continuing its hours of operation with the building open to the  

public on a limited basis. 

1st Monday (commodities only) 4 PM - 6:30 PM. Doors lock at 6:30 PM. 

All other Mondays 4 PM - 6 PM. Doors lock at 5:30 PM. 

Tues - Thurs 10 AM - 2 PM. Doors lock at 1:30 PM. 

Wednesdays are commodity only. 

Friday - CLOSED to the public. 
 

(Donations are being accepted during the scheduled hours Monday through Thursday.) 

 

 
September Monthly Challenge: In lieu of a monthly food donation we are asking for financial donations  
until further notice. You may mail your contribution to the church, 1901 S Pearl Ave, Joplin, MO 64804. 
Please write Crosslines on the memo line or go to the South Joplin website (www.southjoplindisciples.org) 
and donate through Givelify. Choose Mission and Outreach or Other, then type Crosslines in the memo 
section. 

CROP Walk 2020 
The 2020 Ozark Area CROP Walk is happening on Saturday, October 17. This year’s event will primarily be a 
VIRTUAL Walk. Onsite registration will be held at the Splash Pad Pavilion at the King Jack Park in Webb City, 
(corner of W. 10th Street and Pennsylvania St.), 9 - 10 AM and will be drive thru. There will be no group 
gatherings, but families or individuals are invited to walk around the trails at the park. As the current pandemic 
creates increased need for food resources a portion of the funds raised will go to Joplin Bright Futures and Webb 
City Cares Snack Pack Programs and the MSSU Lion Co-Op. Virtual walkers may register online at  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/joplinmo. Help us have another successful walk. Contact Pastor Kathryn for 
additional information or if you would like to volunteer. 

2020 Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering 
“The Rocks Are Crying Out: Show Up; Speak Up; Stand Up”. Wow, what an appropriate and timely theme for this year’s 
observance of Reconciliation Sunday. Rev. April Johnson, DOC Reconciliation Minister, states “In Luke 19:39 to 40 we read that 
some of the Pharisees in a crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher rebuke your disciples.” “I tell you,” he replied, “If they keep quiet the 
stones will cry out.” Though we know that God’s spirit will cause the stones to cry out if we remain silent, when it comes to being 
an anti-racist, pro-reconciling church, silence is not an option.” Our gifts to Reconciliation Ministry allow our communities and our 
congregations to ensure the human dignity of every child, to ensure all have access to Christ’s abundance, to fully flourish in 
education, and financial stability, and friendships across God’s human diversity. Our Reconciliation Offering will be received 

September 27 - October 4 via mail and our website. Thank you for your generosity.  



Sympathy: Larry Pigg (8/3); Charles 

Shaver (Gagle); Phyllis White; Bill Teeter 
(Millard); Don Knost family (Cogbill) 
 

Medical: Earl Lash; Anna McCants,  
Corinthia Hayes, and Amber Harding 
(Wilson); Lou Starks; Katelin Stiles 
(Traver); Becky Martino; Carol Bach;  
Samantha Catey; Baby Quinn (Watson); 
Dorothy Searcy (Watson); Cookie Curtis; 
Mayree West (Carroll); Nancy Wrighthouse 
(Cogbill); Loretta Monaco (Kemp); Dolores 
Luster (Wilson) 
 

Other: Becci Godsey - traveling  
mercies; students and school personnel; 
first-responders; CA fires; Iowa storms; Pat 
& Susan Wolfenbarger - pet Duncan; Kyle 
Ford & Hailey Ellis & children Jude and 
Luna (Wolfenbarger) 
 

Military: Michael Crofford; Corey Irwin; 
Josh Robb; Jillian Schuler; Dylan Theil; 
Gary Wald; Jimmy Willerton; Lorenzo 
Woods 
 

Ongoing: John Asher; Judy Ballard;  
Nancy & Chico Bond; Dani Bowen 
(Meadows); Ellen Broglio; Janet Burns;  
Veronica Carnahan; Samantha Catey;  
Betty Coan; Rylee Davis (Gagle); Dan Day; 
Lois Demaree; Rebecca Doerflinger (Hall); 
Carolyn & Tom Fortson; Jim Frieze; Marea 
Gagle; Mike and Candace Gandy (Hall); 
Mary Gilmore; Elizabeth Hayes; Alyxis 
Hefty; Sue Hess; Jewell Holland; Jim  
Holland; Daryl Hughlett; Roland Hughlett; 
Bethany James; Fern Jensen; Kenneth 
Johnson; Betty Kemp; Charlie Kemp;  
Virginia Long; Sam Knudtson; Lamley 
Family; Alexandra Lyons; Shirley Martin; 
Fred Martino; Virgil McCoy; Betty  
McKelvey; Tom Meadows; Sara Metts; 
Missionary families (Huff, Reaves, Wilson); 
Easton Murdock; Bethany Newman; Larry 
Nauser (Fitterling); Nicodemus Family; Jim  
Owen; Matthew Paulda; Josh Petty;  
Alexis Prater; Todd Prater; Cameron  
Ransom; Sharon Reeve; Martin Rooney; 
Raquel Sapien; Amy Schneider; Kimmy 
Smith; Sue Smith; Lou Starks; Carolyn 
Theil; Mike Tesh; Michelle Vorhees; Tova 
Wallace-Lee; Karen Patchin Watson; Will 
Wilkerson; Sherry Willerton; Charles  
Wilson; Lisa Wise; Birdie Woods; Glenn & 
Mary Lou York, and all unspoken  
requests. 
 
 

Global Ministry Partners: Ghana, 
West Africa (Larry & Debbie Colvin) 
 

Sept. 6 - John Campbell-Nelson, Indonesia 
Sept. 13 - R.J. Howard, Fiji 
Sept. 20 - Elena Huegel, Mexico 
Sept. 27 - Larry Colvin, Ghana 

 EVENTS/OTHER STUFF Groups 

Spirituality in a Time of Deep 
Political Division 

 

The Drury School of Religion will host  
Dr. Stephanie Paulsell and two 
respondents for a free online lecture, 
“Spirituality in a Time of Deep Political 
Division,” on September 15, 2020 at 
7:30PM. 
 

Dr. Paulsell is the Susan Shallcross 
Swartz Professor of the Practice of 
Christian Studies at Harvard Divinity 
School and Interim Pusey Minister in the 
Memorial Church (at Harvard). Dr. 
Paulsell is a nationally recognized 
spirituality writer who has served as a 
columnist for “The Christian Century” 
since 2007. Her writing focuses on 
Christian spirituality and religion and 
literature. 
 

To register, go to https://
www.drury.edu/history-and-
philosopy-and-religion/spirituality-in-
a-time-of-deep-political-division. 

Support SJCC Outreach 
 

When shopping on Amazon, please use the following link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/44-0574395 
and all of your eligible shopping will benefit SJCC. No matter how large or small your purchase, 

0.5% of the amount spent can add up for us. Thank you in advance for your support! 

Prayer Requests 
GREEN TEAM 

NEWS 
 

Air pollution matters, and if 
you don’t think so, just ask the 
60,000 plus first-responders 
who worked during 9/11; 
about 10,000 of them have 
been diagnosed with cancer, 
and about 1,700 of them have 
died. Pray for and thank the 
first-responders, and do what 
you can to reduce air  
pollution. September 21st is 
Zero Emissions Day: give 
“Mother Earth” a day off!  
Minimize or eliminate use of  
electricity generated by fossil 
fuels; don’t use oil or gas; walk 
or ride your bike. 

September Birthdays 
 

3   Chance Bailey 

3   Tom Wheeler 

4   Virginia Long 

9   Marea Gagle 

12 Raymond Reaves 

14 Mary Lou York 

16 Benjamin Cullumber 

18 Susie Moser 

19 Robin Blair 

20 Tom Meadows 

22 Rocky Eckhardt 

22 Ellen Traver 

23 Shawna Eckhardt 

29 Cooper Bailey 
 

September Anniversaries 
 

14 Donna Fuller & Shirley Martin 

12 Roger & Ellen Traver 

22 George & Willa Randall 

24 Sean & Kathy Nicodemus 

25 Mike & Judy Schneider 

 

Reopening 
 

Although the city has modified its 
restrictions on the numbers of  
persons who may gather during the 
COVID crisis, our custodian remains 
on furlough and our building and 
utilities are not ready for use. Our 
Recovery Task Force is working on 
procedures and protocols for  
in-person worship, but these are not 
yet finalized. The consensus among 
our church leadership is to wait a 
while longer to watch the impact on 
COVID cases with the reopening of 
businesses and schools, and to  
cautiously make the necessary  
preparations to the building for safe 
gatherings as long as the numbers do 
not spike. Again, we thank you for 
your prayers and patience. 

 

Joplin Interfaith Coalition News 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 3 
for an online panel presentation on the  
impact of COVID 19 to our local religious 
communities. Time and log-in details  
forthcoming 

 

News from the General Church 
 

In a special called meeting of the 

General Board of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) via Zoom 

on Sunday, July 19, 2020, the board 

voted to cancel the 2021 General 

Assembly originally scheduled for July 

31 - Aug. 4, 2021, in Louisville, KY. 

Cancelling the assembly does not rule 

out the possibility of a virtual  

gathering for Disciples in the summer 

of 2021. However, those decisions 

and plans will be made in a separate 

process. More information and  

responses for FAQ may be found on 

the Disciples website: disciples.org. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/44-0574395


Regular Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 am  Elders 

  9:00 am  Praise Team Practice 

  9:30 am  *Sunday School 

10:25 am  *Fellowship 

10:45 am  *Worship and Children Worship & Wonder 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
Pastors on Vacation 

2 
Pastors on Vacation 

3 
Pastors on Vacation 

4 

Pastors on Vacation 

 

Office Closed on Fridays 

and Saturdays 

5 

Pastors on Vacation 

6 

*Sabbath Rest* 

Pastors on Vacation 

7 

Labor Day 

(Church Office Closed) 

 

 

8 

930AM Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 
6PM Love Is an Action 

Word  (Zoom) 

11 12 

13 

915AM Elders 

1045AM Livestream 

Worship 

 

14 

 

 
 

15 

930AM Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

630PM Board Meeting on 

Zoom 

16 
 

 
 

 

17 18 19 

10 AM Mid-America Anti-

Racism Training via Zoom 

20 

915AM Elders 

1045AM Livestream 

Worship 

 

21 

Zero Emissions Day 

22 

930AM Prayer on Zoom 

23 
 

 
 

 

24 

945AM Crosslines 

 

 

6PM Love is an Action 

Word (Zoom) 

25 26 

27 

Reconciliation 

Special Offering 

915AM Elders 

1045AM Livestream 

Worship 

28 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

630PM Kathryn’s PRC 

29 

930AM Prayer on Zoom 
 

 

 

 

 

630PM Colleen’s PRC 

30 

 
 

 

   

RESPONSIBILITIES 

Camera/Audio 

September 6: (NO WORSHIP) 

September 13: Judy Schneider, Donnie Smith 

September 20: Jenn Reaves, Ray Reaves 

September 27: Jim Cullumber, Ken Moser 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Elder 

September 6: (NO WORSHIP) 

September 13: Margie Fitterling 

September 20: Jeanie Morrison 

September 27: Rocky Eckhardt 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Weekly Scripture 

September 6: (NO WORSHIP; Revised Common Lectionary 
Gospel reading: Matthew 18:15-20) 

September 13: Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20: Matthew 20:1-16 

September 27: (Reconciliation Sunday) Luke 19:37-40 

 

 

 

 

 

*  Denotes Nursery Available 


